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n of WIlham Pitt before he got into place, 
and the Duke of Richmond, who ſpoke the ſenti- 
ments of nine thouſand of the nobility and gentle- 


, called the Yorkſhire Aſſociation, under the 
— of the late Marquis of Rockingham, 


begun in the year 1780; we apprehend ĩt would be 


an anſwer: ſufficient againſt every objection or ma- 
licious charge which place- men and penſioners 
might aſſert againſt the people of England ſetting 
up ſchools: in every town and village throughout 
Great Britain, to inſtruct the ignorant and ſuper⸗ 
ſtitious, to open the eyes of the blind, and guide 
one another in that political knowledge which ſo 
importantly concerns and affects every perſon born 
in this nation, in ſuch manner, as forms the virtues 
and vices of both body and mind; for oppreſſion 
by taxes affects both.—And it is alarming enough, 


and eſpecially to the poor laborer, when it is 
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and perſons, or ſuch a town as Birmingham, 
to maintain one ſingle individual of this nation. 


We call the attention of all the labourers of Great 
Britain, to this remarkable truth; and we defy 
all miniſterial trumpeters and ſycophants, penſioners 
and place men to diſprove this propoſition: admit- 


ting fixty chduſand intiabitants in Birmingham, our 


wives and our little ones, our ſick and our lame, 
our rich and our poor, our young and our old; 


in ſhort, male and female; every one muſt work 


every day, Sundays too muſt not be neglected, and 
and earn one ſhilling per day, and every day, ſick 


| or lame, fit-or unfit, nay, all the days of his life, to 
maintain this one ſingle een Abs} Als! 


ae ben . p d 51 nn 


„Mikes 1 ieee 
m cool, and deliberate inveſtigation? But if 
is be good only ſor kings and princes, for penſi- 


oners'andplace-men, for mortals of a different race, 
ho old in divine and hereditary rights, excluſive 
and hereditary privileges; and ſuch like popiſſi re- 


tics and ſuperſtitious phantoms; then the people 
have a right to ſay, * it is good for you, but not fo 
for us: we are not repreſented; our money is 
taken from us by laws to which we have not con- 
ſented; either by ourſelves or our repreſentatives 
nor can e conceive how any perſons can be ſo wil- 


fully blind as to ſay, there wants no reform, we 


are well enough as we are; when Pitt and Rich- 


mond can prove: that a cnajority of the mock · re- 


of the people in what is fllely called 
the 


* 
” 
& ' 
f * at * 4 


. 
the Houſe of Commons, are obtained by ſeventy 
or eighty perſons by means of Borough tights or 
Borough property. Thus is our hard- earned pelf, 
with that of our offspring or childten bartered away, 
and mortgaged for generations to come, by prieſt 
craft and ftate-craft, locuſts and caterpillars, of a 
far worſe kind than covered the land in time of 
Egyptian darkneſs, when the people were com- 
manded “ to make brick without ſtraw,” _ _ 


| Now, to remove theſe evils from ourſelves and 
our poſterity, we are free to declare, is the full 
intention of our meeting together; to eftabliſh a 
brotherhood of affection with the whole human 
#ace, for the promotion of knowledge, and to eſta- 
bliſh love and . 
ae of d. A 


Thus we declare to hold ourletves free from all 
parties whatever; either religious or civil, miniſte- 
rial or anti-miniſterial ; and to note E 2: 


or ra 


We feel ode f what has recently 
happened in this town;—to our eternal diſgrace it 
1s mentioned in every town and village throughout 
this nation, and in all civilized countries. And that 
we have to lament, that party ſpirit whieh has been 
too. ſucceſsfully excited by cunning and artful men 
from whoſe ſituation in life, we might have expected 
better things, than to have ſimulated the unwary 

NAAR INE ſuch acts of outrage, which is 
A 3 | not 


L 6 
not only a violation of the “ rights of man,” but 
manifeſtly proving themſelves to be the greateſt 
enemies that church and king can ever experience. 
But we are glad, fellow-townſmen and brothers, 
that darkneſs is diſperſing, —light is ſpringing forth 
in your minds,—you are determined to ſpeak, think, 
and to act for yourſelves; and to join the ſons of 
freedom. ou need only wiſh to be free, and 
you are ſo, — ſpeak —and the thing is done. 


We believe you ardently beg pardon for the 
barbarities committed, and the - inſults offered to 
your countrymen, . brothers, and free citizens; and 
that Birmingham will yet atone for its cruelties and 
follies, and be no longer a reproach to other couns 
tries; that her trade may more abundantly flouriſh. 
For it is a well known matter. of fact, that ſome 
free nations abroad, and free people at home, have 

refuſed to uſe ſome articles of the Birmingham ma- 
nufacture, on that very account: and have ſubſti- 
tuted Vigo buttons, which may be made any where, 
and ſhoe-ſtrings, to anſwer the ſame purpoſes ; be- 
ſides endeavouring to carry the trade from the 
town into other countries, where the mind of man 
.can enjoy true and real liberty, without any dread 
from his brother man, becaufe he may be of a dif- 
ferent opinion, either political or religious: for man 
pos e HOTTIE. won 

craft _ ſtate-craft, | 
Op 


e . 


liere and m Om may ſee the dawn of 
a glorious 


"Pp = C 
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2 glorious day! When ſentiments congenial to 
thoſe of liberty prevail in Britiain, let proſecutions 
for libels by the penſioners and courtiers go on as 
they may. To ſee two nations at the head of the 
world, convinced of the folly of war, and laying 
aſide all jealouſies, to embrace each other, and form 
a fraternal and intimate union, would be * 
indeed 


But if we turn our eye to thoſe who have no 
ſentiment of compaſſion but for the rich and the 
great—the kings and the nobles of the earth, who 
can contemplate, without emotion, the proſpect of 
bloodſhed and' devaſtation among millions of our 
fellow. men, devoted victims of pride and def- 
| potiſm, and who bewail with feminine lamentation 

the loſs of a nick-name, or gewgaw—the broken 
play-thing of a puerile nobility ! who ſeem to re- 
gard the people as fit only for the goad—the whip, 
and the ſpur ;. for labour without intermiſſion, in 
peace; for ſlaughter, without commiſeration, in 
war; and who, blaſpheming againſt human nature 
itſelf, impiouſly term the e maſs of manxing 
> the Fwiniſh na | 


Why then are we abuſed 6 we ſolernniy 
declare, before God, and all men, that we only 
want ſuch a reform in the parliamentary repre- 
ſentation of Great Britain, as will conſtantly and 
uniformly ſpeak their ſentiments? At preſent, that 
houſe does not conſiſt of the repreſentatives of the 
people, but of lords, and rich landholders; of mi- 
niſters and * who buy and ſell 
| ' Gu ſeats 


[ 3 1 
ſeats in parliament, as “ openly and notoriouſly as 
| ſtalls for cattle at a fair,” Therefore, it is not true 
that this government is a government by king, 
lords, and commons; for the commons, or people, 
are not repreſented. *The commons of England 
in parliament aſſembled, is a phraſe falſe and ab- 
ſurd; it ſhould be, The deputies of the ariſto- 
cracy in parliament aſſembled.” 


| Theſe iner defamers bring to our mind 
Henry Knyghton, a canon of Leiceſter, who com- 
plains heavily of Wickliff the reformer, his neigh- 
bour and contemporary, for having © tranſlated out 
of Latin into Engliſh, the goſpel which Chriſt 
had intruſted with the clergy and doctors of the 
church, that they might miniſter it to the laity 
and weaker-fort, according to the exigency of times, 
and their occaſions ; ſo that by this means the goſ- 
pel jewel, or evangelical pearl, was made vulgar, 
and thrown about and trodden - under at of 
| —_— L. Hiſt. of the . 


Thus we ſee that bn e is the te⸗ 
ment of the far-famed alliance between prieſt- craft 
and ſtate-craft ; and that political and religious im- 
| poſtor; cannot Mnintzin im ground, if knowledge 
and diſcuſſion once find its way among the © fwiniſh 
multitude.” Hence we have a clue to the true ſource 
of proſecutions for libels, and public proclamations . 
againſt conſtitutional ſocieties, apd ſeditious cor- 
reſpondences ! But myſtery cannot laſt for ever: 
| its day is far ſpent ; darkneſs is diſperſing ; and we 


„„ 

now have the true touchſtone, the ſhibboleth, by 
which the real friends of the people may always 
certainly be known: thoſe who mean well to the 
people, fay, © think for yourſelves, read for your- 
ſelves—decide for yourſelves; try all things; hold 
\ faſt that which is good. You are the moſt con- 
cerned in what relates to your own intereſt ; and 
| where-ever you place implicit confidence, ſooner 
or later, you will infallibly be deceived.” 


The other fide, on the other hand, take this 
for their text, and preach this for their doctrine :— 
« You (the people) have no right to think; the 
king has a right to preſs you for the uſe of his navy 
or his army, and kill you; nay you, * the ſwiniſh 
multitude,” have nothing to do with politics; leave 
that to your rulers; they know beſt. what is good 
for you; you have no need to think for yourſelves ; 


pay your taxes quietly, and ver, K er take care to 
6 | 


And now, Broken and: Fellow-cidlavt; lr ws 
ſum up the whole Addreſs, with ſentiments out of 


© The true-born Engliſoman,” and Mr. Pope, in his 
Eſay on Man. 


« The great invading Norman let us know 

“% What conquerors in after times might do; 

« Toevery muſketeer he brought to town, 

« He gave the lands that never were his own. 

« When firſt the Engliſh crown he did obtain, 
« He did not ſend his Dutchmen home again: 
« No re- aſſumptions in his reign were known, 

_ « D*Ay'nant 


110 J 


* D' Av'nant might there have let his book alone. 
No parliament his army could diſband; 
« He rais'd no money, for he paid in land. 
« He gave his legions their eternal ſtation, 
« And made them all freeholders of the nation : 
He canton'd out the country to his men, 
And every ſoldier was a denizen. 
« The raſcals thus enrich'd, he call'd them Lords, 
« To pleaſe their upſtart pride with new-made words, 
And doomſday-book his tyranny records.” 


« -Behold the child, by nature's kindly law, 
« Pleas'd with a rattle, tickled with a ftraw : 
< Stars, garters, gold, amuſe his riper ſtage, * 
* And beads and prayer- books are the toys of age. 
« Then look about, and ſee where greatneſs lies; 
« Where but among the heroes and the wiſe? 
« Heroes the ſame, the thing is now agreed, 
4 From Macedonia's madman to the Swede.— 
4 If by your father's worth your own you rate, 
Count me thoſe only that are good and great; 
« What can enoble ſlaves, and ſots, and cowards ? 
« Alas! not all the blood of all the Howards.— * 
« A wit's a feather, and a chief's a rod, 
An honeſt man's the nobleſt work of God.“ 

gn WY 


BECLARATION., 


i 


DECLARATION. 


e | 
Tun Conſtitution of the legiſla- 
ture is a fraudulent deception; and the people of 
England have, in reality, no more CHOICE or 
WILL in the election of their pretended repre- 
ſentation, than the people of Hindaſtan, Perſia, or 
Turkey.” | Leſſons 10 a young Prince, p. 25. 


We, therefore, as PATRIOT 8, as VOLUN- 
TEERs, anxious for the reſtoration of our CON- 
STITUTION ta its primitive ſimplicity, ſolemnly 
pledge ourſelves to all and to each other of this 

ſociety, and to the community at large, that we will 

uſe our utmoſt endeavours, conſiſtent with peace 
and good order (acting in concert with other ſo- 
cieties) to regain.a more equal repreſentation and 
ſhorter duration of parliament, together with a 
free mode of election, ſo as to obtain a real repre- 
{ſentation of the national will, the ſureſt gs: and 
guardian of public happineſs, 


a Call to ind the ſentiments which nature 
has engraved in the heart of every citizen, and 
which take a new. farce when ſolemnly recog- 
nized by all;—for a nation to love liberty, it is 

| ſufficient 


3 


ſufficient that ſhe knows it; and to be free, it is 
ſufficient that ſhe wills it.” 


The flint of oppreſſion, and ſteel of perſecution 
has kindled the flame of liberty in the mind of 
every loyal citizen, and oppoſition, ſo far from 
checking the glowing principle, will make it burn 
with redoubled ardour.— Liberty is one of God's 
firſt gifts, and man's greateſt blefling, but ſtate- 
craft and prieſt-craſt, have ſo far prevailed againft 
it, that of late it was but little known, and leſs 
_ underſtood. Now the mote is about to be ex- 
trated from the human eye, the veil of darknefs 
rent, and the lamp of reaſon ſeems to gain a place 
i the political penath of the human mind. 


Lit us, then, a ie ms LEE. 
and flutary influence, be unanimous in the pur. 
ſuit of knowledge, in endeavouring to obtain that 
ineſtimable pearl, and convince the world that La- 
zarus is not dead, but ſleepeth. Let us by our 
commendable deportment make manifeſt to 
chat the true ſpirit of liberty is a ſpirit of order, 
and that to obtain juſtice it is conſiſtent that we be 
| Juſt ourſelves. The objects of our wiſhes, are peace 
not paſſion, truth not ireaſon, reformation not revolu- 


tion; tools to no wan, edberents of no party, we de- 


clare ourſelves the ſtern advocates of univerſal phi- 
lanthropy, and warm friends of every meaſure, 
tending to alleviate the diſtreſſes or better the con. 
7 Gitzan of our brother man. 


In 


'. every idea of attempting a revolution; and wiſh 


1 
In purſuance of the ſaid purpoſe, it is 
Reſolved, 
That we enter into a ſubſcription; and that our 
immediate object be the acquiſition and diſſemina- 
tion of political r 


Reſolved, That we ſhall be happy | in the com- 
munications of other ſocieties — for the 
ſame * 


Reſolved, That no 1 can be Amed into 
this ſociety but ſuch as recognizes our principles 
by an unqualified aſſent to the declaration, and 
pecans dnl iy he nnn WIGL-UR * | = 


Refoluad, That this ſociety diſclaims ds: 


only for the reſtoration and renovation of our' con- 
ſtitution to its primitive principles and excellences: 
and to obtain this, they are determined to perſevere. 
by every ordetly, peaceable, legal, and conſtitutional 
means in their power, in which they have no doubt 
ef being joined by millions of their fellow citizens; 
and that in due time, the united efforts of inde+ 


pendent and virtuous men will be crowned wick 


Signed by order of the Hen. 


JOHN HARRISSON, Pr. 
JOHN KILMISTER, 9 | 


- GEORGE HILL, T 


ſuccels. 


© RULES and ORDERS. 


- THE great objef? of this Inflitution being 
of the utmoſt Importance to the People of Great Britain, 
individually, and in a particular naymer ts the middle 
and lower orders, it is not the immediate concern of one 
Town or County only, but of the whole Nation. The 
Members, therefore, of this Society, are ſeriouſly inclined, 
and firmly determined, to uſe their beſt Endeavours in 
co-operating with their Fellow Citizens and Lovers of 
their Country, in all parts of the Kingdom, in order to 
obtain a ſpeedy and effettual Reform (by a removal of 


. the abuſes) of Government, and the Reſtoration or 


Wy  Eftabliſhment of our natural and juſt Rights, an equal 
— 0" "TROY" 0 FINES. 5 


| Aud as our efforts will, to the bef of our Abilities, 
be applied 10 the ſole purpoſe of obtaining Juſtice for 
ourſelves and Fellow Citizens, it is confiſtent that wwe 
be juft ourſelves; for theſe Reaſons, and for the entire 


Purpoſe of preſerving Peace, Regularity, and good 
Order, throughout the whole Body of this numerous 


3 
and increafi ing Society, the following Rules and Orders 
were adopted by the ane and approved of by the 
Society at 2952 — 


RULE I. 


Tu AT the number of members be unli- 
mited, and thatno perſon be-admitted as a member thereof, 
but fuch whoſe ſentiments and conduct agrees to, and cor- 
reſponds with the ſolemn declaration contained in our 
printed Addres io the Public, a copy of which muſt be 
read, or delivered to every perſon at his admittance. 


II. | 
That at each of the circular, and general Meetings, one 
or more proper Perſgns be appointed- as door-keepers, to 
inſpeR the tickets, and to receive ſuch contributions as may 
be neceſſary to defray the expence of the room (ar the 
reckoning if at a public houſe) ſuch contribution not to 
exceed three- pence for each member. 


| HE: 

That no perſon be admitted into any of the circular 
meetings, but fuch who ſhall produce a ticket, or ſuch as 
do receive one at their entrance, for which they ſhall pay 
ſix-pence ; and that each member be duly entered, his 
name, reſdence, and number of his ticket; a fair copy of 
which, to be delivered to the Secretary, on, or before the 
next 9 meeting. | 


Iv. 


| That 2 judicious perſon be appointed at each Meeting, 


by the members then met, to preſide as Chairman, and 
that particular and due attention be paid to his calling to 


* 


8 V. That 


; 


. 


[ 16 ] 
v. 


That if any argument or date take place, which 
tends to diſturb and diſorder the Meeting, if, after order is 


called for by the Chair, any perſon or perſons, do till 


perſiſt in ſupport of ſi argument or d Nate, contrary to 
good order, he, or th: ;, ſhall be deemed C derly and un- 
governable, and ſh u be ordered to with 


VI. | 
Tomi being intoxicated with liquor, ſhall be 


adminted at the time, Ine cs Forty 2s 5 ack; 
.  ciety. 


VII. 
Liberty is allowed, by this article, to any perſon who 


may rather chuſe to deliver his ſentiments in writing, to 
read it publicly in the meeting, (provided the Chairman 


and Secretary are previouſly acquainted therewith, and their 
approbation be firſt obtained) and that ſuch declaration 
after being publicly read in 1 re de, 


| the Secretary to be filed. 


Vit 
That when any one perſon is upon his feet, either 1 
ing or otherwiſe publicly addreſſing himſelf, in the meet - 
ing, no other perſon ſhall be permitted to ſtand up and 


ſpeak; or. otherwiſe diſturb and render confuſion, until fuch 
_ perſon ſhall have read or delivered what he was about, or 
until. order is called for by the Chairman, 


* 5 
| | 1 


That proper minutes be made, and regularly entered, 
at each meeting, of all the proceedings and reſolutions of 
ſuch matters as the meetings may judge neceſſary to be 
reported to the ſelect committee, for the better information 
of this Society, and for the increaſe of knowledge amongſt 


every _ of our Flow Citizens throughout this 


| IX T he 


-( #7 } 
X. 


The mode of . or * the 1 and ſelect 
committee, &c. ſubject to ſuch further regulations, as a 
majority of the members may in future think proper to 
adopt. a 

© "That the number of delegates, or general committee 
men, from each circular meeting, ſhall be proportioned 
to the number of members, who do regularly attend at 
each reſpective meeting, viz. Eyery ten members through- 
out the whole ſhall appoint and delegate one general com- 
mittee man, and therefore any one meeting conſiſling of 
ten members, ſhall ſend one; if twenty, it ſends two; if 
thirty, three; &c. but if any one meeting do not contain 
ten members, it ſhall ſend one, notwithſtanding. The 
general committee to meet once a month, and continue in 
office three months; the general committee, being thus 
. choſen and elected by the whole body, are by them di- 
rected and authorized, to chooſe, and elect the ſelect com- 
mittee from among themſelves, when met, in ſuch a man- 
ner and proportion as they think moſt proper; and the 
ſaid ſelect committee, are in the name of the whole to act 
and tranſact the buſineſs of this Society to the beſt of their 
judgments; to act in conjunction with the general com- 
mittee, at their monthly meeting, and to continue in office 
three months. * 


That every member n and ane 
the appointment, either as a deputy, committee man, or 
any other office, is by order of this Society, injoined to 
attend regularly the committee, and other meetings, white 
in office; and to execute his deputation agreeable to his 
appointment; for every omiſſion of ſuch attendance, he ſhall 
forfeit and pay two-pence into the hands of the treaſurer, 
for the common ſtock ; unleſs he produce a ſatisfactory 


py reaſon for ſuch neglect, to a majority of the committee 


members when m 
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rendering a — 1 orog to be diſcharged, » and an- 
other choſen in his place. 


. XII. 

That the twelve aſſociating members, and friends of 
this Society, whoſe names are entered, and who are ac- 
cepted members of the Society for conſtitutional informa- 
tion in London, are by this Society expected to attend re- 
gularly, and to act in conjunction with the ſelect committee, 
and to communicate to them every information in their 
power. Their frequent inattention to this injunction will 
be noticed by the . 
and will be cenſured accordingly. 


XIII. 

Matters of Complaint or Accuſation. 

That if any one, or more members of this Society, 
ſhall have any complaint or accuſation againſt any one or 
more members, of acting, or holding forth principles con - 
trary to the rules and orders, or the peaceable principles 
held forth by this Society; ſuch complaint or accuſation 
ſhall be fairly ſtated in writing, and by the accuſer or ac- 
cuſers delivered to the chairman of that meeting where the 
accuſed uſually do attend, and the chairman ſhall read it 
publicly in the meeting; if the majority of that meeting ſhall 
deem it inadmiſſible and groundleſs, they are hereby au- 
thorized to reprimand the accuſer or accuſers, and upon 
his or their making a proper acknowledgement of their 
error, the matter to ſubſide; but on refuſal to comply here- 
with, or that the majority of the ſaid meeting ſhall deem 
it admiſſible, and that there is ſufficient matter to ground 
the charge upon, the committee members from that meet- 
ing, ſhall bring the report of the ſaid meeting in writing 
ſigned by fix members, together with the written accuſa- 
tion, to the ſele& committee; if the buſineſs appear to 
them ſmall and trivial, and both parties will amicably agree 
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to ſettle the controverſy, as adviſed by the ſelect committee, 
then to be dropt; but if that committee apprehend the 
buſineſs to be of ſuch a ſerious nature as to operate to the 
injury of the Society, or any individual thereof, or to the 
cauſe they are engaged in, it ſhall be referred to the judg- 
ment of the general committee; and their determination 
_ ſhall be final, and the guilty party ſhall be expelled this 
"SE . mv 


That a Treaſurer and a Secretary be appointed and 
authorized by the ſelect committee; to whom they ſhall be 
reſponſible for the truſt repoſed in them; and the accounts 
to be ſettled every three months. 


XV, 

That the Secretary be requeſted and empowered by the 
committee to correſpond as occafion requires, with every 
other ſimilar inſtitution in this kingdom, after manifeſting 
his intention to the committee, ſhewing his production and 
receiving their inſtructions accordingly. 


1 (covy.) 
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Sheffield, June 1 uh, 17.99 This' day, in the Cw 
ball, at a very numerous Meeting (pirſuant to 
public Advertiſement in both the Sheffield News-_ 
papers.) of the Gentlemen, Clergy, Tradeſmen, Ma- 
 nufafurers, and other Inhabitants of the Town and 
Neighbourhood of Sheffield, convened for the purpoſe 
of taking into conſideration the propriety of an Ad. 
dreſs of thanks to the King, for bis late Proclama- 
tion, the buſineſs being opened by the Chairman, the 
following Speceb was delivered by a e : 


FELLOW - /TOWNSMEN, 1 


II is my opinion, that : no thanks. are 
due to MRP from his People, on account of his late 
Proclamation, —lt is my opinion that it neither has had, 
nor will have any good effect ; but the reverſe. Its ten- 
dency is to alarm and frighten the timid and weak-minded, 
for no ſenfible man will be affected by it at all. If his 
Majeſty, or his miniſters, ſuppoſed it would intimidate thoſe 
perſons who have lately aſſociated in different parts of the 
Kingdom, for inquiring into the abuſes of Government, 
and the ſpreading of ſuch Information as appears to them 
important and neceſſary for the people to be acquainted 
with, to the end that a reform in the preſent corrupt re- 
preſeritation. may be obtaindd, they will, I apprehend, be 
miſcrabiy miſlaken. The meaſure is ſeen through, and 
only ends to quicken their zeal in the excellent work. 
But, ſupyofing it could have had this effect, ſhall Britons | 
thank their governors for a meaſure which would prevent 
thei wakinz inquiry into the conduct of ſuch governors ? 
It is a lure criterion of the delinquency of governors, when 


they 


1 


they are afraid of the people.—As to its preventing 
riots and tumults, it is ridiculous to ſuppoſe ſuch a thing. 
Wherever there are diſcontents, a Proclamation will not 
remove them z but, by giving encouragement to buſy and 
weak- minded magiſtrates, and peace- officers, to exert their 
authority in an extraordinary manner, will moſt likely 
occaſion riots, Have they not recently done this in London? 
by taking into cuſtody a few harmleſs perſons who were 
amuſing themſelves by dancing! A more ſcandalous pro- 
ceeding than this never happened in the police of any 
country | and this is the effect of the proclamation, for 
which we are ſo wiſely called together to thank his Majeſty 
for iſſuing What! ſhall-Britons bend their necks to the 
chain, and kiſs the hand that puts it on? Rather rouſe, 
my Fellow-Townſinen, to the danger of your fituation. 
Proclamations are bad precedents. Have we not laws to 
puniſh all kinds of offenders ?—what need then of procla- 
mations ? They are not laws: and beware how they come 
to be conſidered of any weight. Britons, this is a critical 
time in which we live, we have it in our choice to be free 
men or ſlaves. If we ſuffer ourſelves to remain the beaſts 
of burden we have too long been, by tamely carrying with- 
out complaint, every load laid upon us by thoſe whom we 
pay for the very purpoſe, nothing but ſlavery can follow : 

you need only wiſh to be free, to be ſo. Have not ſome- 

of the firſt men in the nation, many of them members of 
parliamient, erected a ſtandard, to which they invite all 
thoſs to repair, who have .yet any ſparks of that liberty 
ſo highly valued by our forefathers, and without their 
ardent love of which, we had never — its 


bleſſings ? 


There may be ſome perſons here, perhaps, who may 
not be acquainted with the term Slavery here complained 
of, nor with the Freedom held out for their relief, 7 _ 


in a few words explain them, 


1 
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It is the bleſſing (or ought be) of every Engliſhman to 
be governed by laws to which he has, either by himſelf, or 
by ſome one whom he has appointed for the purpoſe, given 
his conſent; and conſequently, that no tax whatever, can 
be laid upon him, without his or his agent's aſſent to it. — 
Is this at preſent the caſe? No; the preſent parliament for 
. ought we know, may paſs a bill to ſtrip us all of our poſ- 
ſeſſions, of every thing we hold dear in life; as it is well 
known that the miniſter, and thoſe who vote with him, could 
carry any meaſure however hoſtile to the intereſt of the body 
of the people, whoſe /ervants the Houſe of Commons are. 
Faithful ſeryants truly.—Alas ! they are not ſervants ; they 
have uſurped our ſituation, we are ſervants, and they are 
maſters. How does this ariſe? Nothing can be more clear. 
They do not now depend upon the people for their election 


or continuance in parliament: if they are choſen by the 


votes of a ſmall part of the people, thoſe votes are generally 
bought, and what a man buys he ſcruples not to ſell. But 
very many of the members of parliament are ſent from 
places which are entirely the property of one man, which 
places are commonly bought and fold at immenſe ſums, on 
account of this privilege of ſending two members to par- 
liament. Is it any longer wonderful that miniſters com- 
mand majorities upon any queſtion? No, no, it is rather 
more wonderful d e e eee 


Shall we e ve * e oy 


ſtifle our inquiring into theſe grievances, and a wiſh to 
remove them. No.—Let not the efforts of a free people 
to correct notorious abuſes be. termed ſeditious. Let not 
fix ſevenths of the people of this country be any longer de- 
prived of their juſt rights. Let us no longer bribe men to 
betray our truſts. Let us have independent honeſt mem- 
bers of parliament; what can we expect from hirelings? 
Ann 
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No wonder that our taxes are grievous, That every 
family of ſeven perſons pays yearly for the ſupport of go- 
vernment, beſides the poor-rates eighteen pounds ſo that this 
town alone pays upwards of an hundred thonſand pounds * an- 
nually, and is not ſuffered to have the choice of one ſteward 
in the Houſe of Commons to take ſome care of the expending 
of this enormous ſum. Mancheſter, Birmingham, Leeds, 
Halifax, and other large towns are in the ſame ſituation. 


.-<M may be objeted, what have poor men to do with 
parliament ? What right have they to buſy themſelves with 
what ſhould concern men of property only?—lL anſwer, 
that the poor man has a ſtake as dear to him in the 
country in which he lives, as is that of the greateſt 

peer in the realm to him, his W his life, his deareſt 

connexions, his all. 


Suffer a man of this deſcription, then, my Townſmen, 
| a poor man, to rouſe you from the lethargy into which 
you ſeem to be fallen. Let us turn our thoughts to the 
ſerious ſituation in which we ſtand. We have it in our 
power to reſtore the government to its original ſtrength and 
purity, without innovation, or any dangerous experiment. 
To reform abuſes is the only way to prevent confuſion. — 
Hearken then, to a plain man (good ſenſe is not confined 
to rank) 'while he adviſes every man who can feel for the 
honour and dignity of his country, as well to prevent any 
attempt being made to introduee à republican form of 
government, as to ſave us from the fangs of deſpotic power, 
to unite in reſolving, in union with the ſociety in London, 
under the title of the Friends of the People, to uſe every 
peaceable, legal, and conſtitutional means to reſtore ſhort 
. parliaments, univerſal right of ſuffrage, and perfect free- 


® This is applied to Sheffield — Birmingham i is ſuppoied to con- 
tain near 70,000 inhabitants; but even computing it at 60,000, on a 
calculation of 3/. 75. 6d. each individual in this town, pays annuall 
to government the moderate ſum of £202,500 l ·V Do we not pay * 
for our invaluable bleſſings ? 


